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I have signed into law S.475, the "Military Spouses Residency Relief Act".  This 
Act, among other things, would provide that when a service Member leaves his or 
her home State in accord with military or naval orders, the service member's 
spouse may retain residency in his or her home State for voting and tax purposes, 
after relocating from that State to accompany the service member. 
 
When the military orders service members to move, spouses who move with them 
often have to pay taxes in a new State or locality and lose the right to vote in 
the place considered to be home.  This legislation will alleviate these and other 
burdens on our military families.  As the Congress has recognized, and as the 
legislative history reflects, this legislation is an important means of 
maintaining the morale and readiness of our Armed Forces and significantly 
enhances the ability of our military to effectively recruit and retain these 
highly valued service personnel. 
 
BARACK OBAMA 
THE WHITE HOUSE, 
November 11, 2009. 
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President signs Military Spouses Residency Relief Act 
 
President Barack Obama signed into law the Military Spouses Residency Relief Act, 
a comprehensive military family legislation legally recognizing military spouses 
by providing them the option to claim the same state of domicile as their active-
duty spouse. 
"This Act, among other things, would provide that when a service member leaves 
his or her home state in accord with military or naval orders, the service 
member's spouse may retain residency in his or her home state for voting and tax 
purposes, after relocating from that state to accompany the service member," 
Obama said in a White House press release issued Nov. 11, the day he signed the 
legislation. "When the military orders service members to move, spouses who move 
with them often have to pay taxes in a new state or locality and lose the right 
to vote in the place considered to be home. This legislation will alleviate these 
and other burdens on our military families," Obama said. The bill was introduced 
by Congressman John Carter (R-TX), who represents Fort Hood, the country's 
largest military installation. Senators Richard Burr (R-NC) and Dianne Feinstein 
(D-CA) introduced the companion bill into the Senate, which passed unanimously in 
August. The legislation amends the Service member's Civil Relief Act of 1940. 
 
For More information on this Law please follow this link 
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:SN00475: 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:SN00475

